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Our Vision: The Body of Christ at peace, standing firm, with great hope.

Our Mission
Motivated by the love of Christ, we exist to spiritually encourage, technically equip, and
financially support local leaders serving persecuted Christians around the globe.

A Letter from Our Founders

Aida Samir

Executive Director & Co-Founder

Chris Bolton

Board Chairman & Co-Founder

Dear Take Heart friends and family,
What a privilege it is to be in this mission with you! In spite of a pandemic, resource constraints,
travel restrictions, and overall uncertainties, Take Heart’s work to serve persecuted Christians
marches forward, continually motivated by the love of Christ. It is His great love that propels us
forward and allows us to find joy in the midst of these difficult times. It is His great love that
compels us to overcome the obstacles before us.
By His grace we have done just that and we are excited to share with you how those we serve are
persevering in light of some of the worst circumstances that can be imagined. Our brothers and
sisters need our help. Even though we too are experiencing difficulties, many of us have ways to
mitigate these setbacks, while those under intense persecution due to their faith, do not. Let us
not grow weary in doing good, especially during these trying times! It is during such times when
the rewards are the greatest!
Take Heart Always,
Chris Bolton and Aida Samir
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What makes Take Heart Unique?
1. We go where few are willing to go: we serve some of the poorest regions because
poverty and persecution often go hand in hand.
2. We don’t discriminate between different denominations: we are all the body of
Christ. We work with all churches and through church partnerships. By strengthening
the local church, we strengthen the body of Christ.
3. We partner with local churches and organizations so persecuted Christians are
taken care of long after Take Heart is gone.
4. Thanks to private donors funding our operating cost, 100% of all donations up to
date go directly towards serving persecuted Christians around the globe.

5-year impact at a glance

Partnerships
Take Heart partners with local Christian organizations and churches in the areas where we work.
We establish sustainable practices with the leaders to implement change in the community.
This ensures continuity after Take Heart executes its exit plan.

2019 Highlights
Spiritual Encouragement
+ 21,600 people reached with spiritual messages
+ 64 spiritual meetings led by local leaders in Syria, Iraq, and Egypt
+ 80 volunteers served on mission trips
+ More than 35 retreats and spiritual days attended by over 9,000 children

Technical Equipping

+ 30 national leaders with organizational development training
+ 85 youth trained in leadership training to lead the next generation
+ 220 leaders with the Take Heart development
model, with two villages successfully graduating

Financial Support
+ 224 families through launching small business start-ups
+ 275 persecuted Christians with education assistance
+ 2,000 individuals and families equipped to
prevent diseases and strengthened by medical
care
+ 49 women financially empowered through
two mega projects
+ 18,000 patients served through four clinics

Spotlight Story
Candle Factory Lights up Lives
In an impoverished town in Upper Egypt, Take Heart came alongside a local priest to perform a
needs assessment. A grant provided by Take Heart enabled this priest to open a candle factory
that now employs 14 disadvantaged women.
Candles are a necessity in the area, as most homes do not have electricity.
Women at the factory work diligently to make candles to sell in the local market. They then use
the income to provide for their families. The priest who supervises the factory dreams of building
additional machines to employ even more women.
This project is one of our Mega Projects, meaning it affects a larger group in the community. The
candle factory is one example of how Take Heart strategically approaches poverty with
sustainable alleviation. We realize handouts do not produce lasting benefits. Instead, we
empower and equip the people we serve with the finances, resources, and training needed to
manage a self-sustainable business.

shine

“In the same way,
let your light

before others, so that they
may see your good works
and give glory to your Father
who is in heaven.” Matthew 5:16

Spotlight Stories

Kindergarten Restored and Resourced

Take Heart began supporting the rebuilding
of Karemlash, Iraq in 2017 by helping repair
the village churches, some area shops, the
electrical and water lines serving the
community, and the town’s schools. One of
those schools is a kindergarten with seven
full-time employees serving 63 children.
When ISIS invaded Karamlesh, they caused
millions of dollars worth of damage. In this
particular school, the sports and recreation
area was turned into a car bomb factory.

BEFORE

AFTER

In 2019, Take Heart began renovations of
the sports and recreation area so the
children can play. Large sections of the
school have also been repaired, allowing
the children to return to their education, but
there is still a lot left to do.

This school currently educates 63 children. Parents are paying a
small, monthly fee to enroll their children. But due to their
current circumstances of returning home after three years of
displacement, they cannot afford the full fee parents once paid.
Take Heart is supplying the remaining funds to keep the school up and running. The school is
also helping identify students in need of trauma treatment following their displacement.
Take Heart is providing experts to address and help the students heal.

Sustainable Solutions

When Ivan returned to
Karemlash, he needed a new
way to provide for his family.
Take Heart helped him open
a shop featuring a variety of
toys and food. Ivan’s story is
just one of hundreds we have
been blessed to support.

Spotlight Stories
Education Amidst Adversity

Stephan and Stephanie Moses, siblings from Syria, have both grown up through the nearly
decade long war that has left 80 percent of Syrians living below the poverty line.
Stephan and Stephanie are filled with a strong will and determination to finish their
education. A college education ensures a job in Syria, helping bring an entire family out of
poverty.
Take Heart financially supports and technically equips the siblings with what they need
to complete their education and grow in their life skills; we also provide spiritual support
through local leadership. Take Heart believes these two young adults will be amazing
examples to many in the future.

A Common Vision
On June 29, 2011, ISIS announced the formation of a caliphate stretching from Aleppo in Syria to
Diyala in Iraq. Whoever stood in the way was brutally slaughtered. Christians were a main target for
ISIS in Syria, with many incidents captured on video and reported by worldwide media channels.
Since the beginning of the crisis, The Wise Virgins, a small Christian organization run by five
women, have played an important role in the lives of Syrian Christian women. Based on a
common vision, Take Heart partnered with The Wise Virgins in 2016. This year, we helped the Wise
Virgins women group to register their own local organization called, “From All Your Heart.”

The products on this page are all made
by Syrian women in the communities we
serve with “From All Your Heart.”

Spotlight Stories

A New Chapter!

In 2019, God called Take Heart towards
a new chapter by launching ministry in a
new country. After months of prayers and
research, it became clear that Take Heart was
called to expand to Nigeria.
Persecution is primarily targeted towards
Christians in the North and Middle Belt of
Nigeria, but persecution in Nigeria did not
start overnight. It has its roots in a systematic
Islamic expansionist agenda. The current
wave of persecution of Christians is having
grave consequences in the present and
coming generation. Only determined spiritual
revival can stop the wave of attacks that have
been unleashed upon the Church here.

Faithful to the End
On January 2, 2020, leaders from Boko Haram kidnapped Reverend Andimi and
forced the Christians of his town to flee.
The pastor made headlines after affirming his Christian faith in a hostage video
where he appealed to the government to negotiate with Boko Haram. Andimi
concluded the video with the statement: “Don’t cry. Don’t worry. Thank God for
everything.”
Boko Haram brutally murdered Andimi on January 20, 2020, and broadcasted the
video to all Christian institutions in Nigeria. The 58-year-old pastor was the father of
nine children.

“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.
And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
‘Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.’”
Revelation 21:1-4

Our Team
Board of Directors

Staff

Chris Bolton - Board Chairman & Co-Founder

Aida Samir - Executive Director

Aida Samir - Co-Founder

Maggie Kamel - Communications Manager

Jake Stansell - Treasurer

Soha Sidhom - Development Manager

Ayman Soliman - Secretary

Catherine Makar - Executive Assistant

Mark Girguis - Board Member

Lindsey Snyder - Communications Coordinator

Take Heart staff, volunteers, advocates, board members, and representatives at our 2020 annual meeting.

“This team is full of passion for Christ and compassion for our persecuted
siblings around the world. I’m consistently encouraged by their dedication and
delight in pursuing this Kingdom work. I’m truly honored to be a part of this
incredible team!”
- Lindsey Snyder, Communications Coordinator

Advocates and Volunteers
In 2019, our Advocates passionately spread the word about Take Heart in their
hometowns, bringing more and more people on board with our mission and vision! Take
Heart was also blessed with dozens of volunteers who were the backbone of our nine
summer mission trips. From hosting activities for kids to teaching Biblical lessons to
encouraging persecuted Christians in word and action, these servants of Christ took their
mission seriously to love their brothers and sisters well. We are so grateful for those who
invest their time into this mission.

Representatives
Take Heart Representatives (Reps) are a
group of Gen Z and Millennials inspiring the
next generation to learn about persecuted
Christians and to get involved with Take
Heart’s holistic response.

Financials
Revenues Raised 2015 - 2019

*Fundraising/Marketing and Administrative
costs are completely covered by generous
supporters, which means 100% of donations
go directly to the field!

Take Heart was
audited in 2019

2015

Take Heart
Launches

2016

Begin
supporting
Egypt, Iraq,
and Syria

Program
starts for
displaced
families
from
Karemlash

2019 Expenditures*

2017

Entered and
renovated
Karemlash after
ISIS
2018

First visit to Syria
Launched Ezbet
El Nasara
Medical Clinic

One
Family
Project
launched

Sohag
Medical
Clinic

First women’s
retreat in Syria
Graduated
Started Ignite
two villages
Academy in
2019 in Egypt
Syria

Mission trips
in all three
countries
served

2020

Launched
service in
Nigeria

First Partner
Summit

Served during
COVID-19

Registered From
All Your Heart in
Syria

Celebrating
Take Heart’s
5th Anniversary

Conclusion
Whether it’s on a micro or macro level, persecution for Christians is promised in John 15:20. We
might not be able to put an end to persecution, but we can address its effects by taking a holistic
approach that considers the economic, spiritual, social, and emotional aspects of healing.

Ways to Support
Pray

Give

100% of gifts go to serving persecuted Christians.

Volunteer
Exciting virtual volunteering opportunities with Take Heart in
2020.

Fundraise
Mobilize communities to stand with persecuted Christians.

missiontakeheart.org

Pray for God to deliver the
persecuted and to renew
their spirits with the hope
we have in Christ.

P.O. Box 177 | Old Bethpage, NY 11804

missiontakeheart.org

